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l~ashington, D C--My constant pounding at the Federal Energy Office with
facts about the need in South Texas for more fuel than the supply available in our area
got some results. An additional allocation of gasoline amounting to between 1.8 and 2
million:gallons was made for the last week in February, and the oil companies were told to
provide it to ·area wholesalers.
T he thrust of my argument with the Energy Office is that South Texas is~
"just like other sections of the country." As all of us kno,", who live in the area, our
fuel needs are unique. It's not a matter of joyriding (who does that anymore 1) or of
turning to alternate methods of transportation. Every segment of o~r economy depends almost
for its very existence--certainly for its health--on adequate fuel supplies.
I will continue to do all I can to protect the legitimate interests of
South Texas farmers and ranchers, food transporters and processors, commercial fishermen,
petroleum developers, builders, and our vitally important tourist industry. I may not be
able to accomplish everything I would like, but I will do my best.
000
HARNESSING SUNSHlNE--In the long run we must develop additional sources of
eneTgy. And_there is enough sunshine in the United States--a great deal of it in
South Texas--to supply twice the energy needed to heat and cool all our buildings.
The House of Representatives recently passed a bill authorizing a progrom to -
demonstrate the technology of solar heating and cooling of buildings and water on a scale
large enough to make possible the early commercial application of this perpetual source of
energy. The bill envisions a five-year, $50 million program managed by the National
Aeronautl<;s and Space Administration and the Department of Housing and Urban Development.
The demonstration program would come in two stages. NASA will be in charge
of contracting for the research, development and manufacture of the equipment. MUD will
manage the second phase, consisting of installation of the equipment, monitoring, dis-
semination of information, and related activities. The overall program will include both
residential and commercial buildings.
As Texan Olin Teague, chairman of the Committee on ·Science and Astronautics
pointed out as the measure was being considered in the House, "It does not require s lot of
money, and it requires no radical breakthroughs in science snd technology." The proposed
program offers strong hope that by the end of the century the clean energy of the sun may
offer a permanent solution to the energy crisis.
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-CONSIDER THE FISHES--Falcon Lake Dam and Amistad Dam are vastly important
water conservation and flood control structures. That is their fundamental purpose. But
a significant side benefit has been their use by fishermen. So it is good news to many
that during this spawning time for black bass in Falcon Lake, when the level of the lake
was going down, water was taken from Amistad to supplement the supply in Falcon. This was
accomplished by the Texas Water Rights Commssion going to the U.S.-Mexico sections of the
International Water Boundaries Commission and stating the case for temporary withdrawal.
The extra water will flow into Falcon Lake until the middle of March,
marking the approximate end of the spawning season in that body of water and its beginning
at Amistad. A fine example of International cooperation: Happy Fishing
IJ # II
TO CONTROL PREDATORS--Five counties in the 15th Congressional District are
among the 44 in Texas where the Environmental Protection Agency has approved an experimental
use permit allowing sheep, cattle and other livestock ranchers to utilize a limited
amount of sodium cyanide for coyote control. The five South Texas counties are Brooks,
Jim Wells, Kenedy, Kleberg, and Willacy.
The experimental program is designed to provide EPA with field information
needed to determine whether to register sodium cyanide for use in a tube-like delivery
device, called the spring loaded sodium cyanide ejector mechanism. At present there is a
Federal banon the use of sodium cyanide and other chemical toxicants for predator control.
The program applies only to private land and covers the period Feb. 8, 1974
through June I, 1975.
1/ II II
NIGHT DRIVING--From the National Safety Council comes new evidence of the
increased hazard of driVing at night. Of all automobile accident fatalities in 1972,
Council figures show, 47 percent were in daylight hours and 53 percent at night, when
of course traffic is much lighter. Reduced visibility is the major cause--so when driving
at night be doubly careful, so you'll be able to see the light of day again ---
1/ 1/ fJ
VISITORS FROM HOME--Visiting my office from home this past week were Mr Albert
Besteiro, N Cortez, MD, Mr 0 P Eymard, Mr Cad Gayman, Mr Robert Mauermann, Mr Guy Pete,
Dr D F Rios, and Mr J Thomas Pope all of Brownsville: Mr Othal Brand of McAllen; Mr and Mrs
Felix Martinez, and Mr Jose Ramirez of Mission; Mr Ronald Boudreax and Mr Walter Zimmerman
of Port Isabel.
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